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The Indian telecom majors are gearing for 5G trials
and aiming for a launch in 2021. They have asked the
government to include the 26 GHz band in the 5G
spectrum auction to help roll out cost-efficient networks
and price servicesmore affordably.
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5G will dilute significantly if
mmWave bands like 26 GHz band are not
opened immediately as large chunks may
get claimed by other government agencies,
noted SP Kochar, director general of the
Cellular OperatorsAssociation of India. The
association represents Airtel, Reliance
Jio and Vodafone | dea.

COAI has asked DoT to make a
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reference to the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of Indiato include the 26 GHz band for auction
along with other 5G bands such as 3.5 GHz.

DoT has not sought pricing recommendations from
theregulator for 26 GHz spectrum even some eight months
after the International Telecom Union finalised rules for
global 5G deployment in the coveted band, including in
India

DOT REVIEWS BROADBAND PROGRESS

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
reviewed the progress of the National Broadband Mission
(NBM) across India. The representatives of
the Tower & Infrastructure Providers
Association (TAIPA), Cellular Operators
Association of India(COALI) and officialsfrom
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Kerala, Punjab, and Gujarat
discussed the implementation of the
National Broadband Mission, and Right of Way
(RoW) challenges.

Some of the key operational issues that
were discussed in the meeting were long-pending
permissions for new telecom towers, non-availability of
single-window clearances, and rationalisation of property
tax.

BSNL PLANS EXPANSION

BSNL isall setto go for amajor expansion and plans
to issue bonds and will use the proceeds to repay debt
and fund expansion.

“We are planning to issue the bonds by September,
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depending on market conditions,” said chairman Pravin
Kumar Purwar, “BSNL will use the money to repay some
older debt and fund capital expenditure.”

BSNL, which provides telecom services
across the country except in New Delhi and
Mumbai, hasatotal debt of about I 23,000 crore.
The bondswill likely come up for auction on the
stock exchanges, known as electronic bidding
platformsin market parlance.

The company isin talks with local rating
companies to obtain credit ratings. With the
bonds guaranteed by the government, the grade
islikely to betriple-A with structured obligation,
which signifies additional sovereign support.

ICICI Bank, I-Sec Primary Dedler, PNB, JM Financid,
Trust Capita and SBI Cap are some of the potential arrangers
that will help the company’s maiden bond sale and are said
to bein discussionswith BSNL.

JIO APPLIES FOR 5G TRIALS

Jiohas applied to the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) for 5G spectrum allocation for
thefield trialsof its 5G network in select metros/

Jio has requested the DoT to assign
800M hz spectrum each in both the mmWave
bands (26GHz and 24Ghz) aswell as 100MHz
inthe 3.5Ghz band.

The development comes in the light
of Reliance Industries’ (RIL) announcement
that its telecom unit has created a complete
5G solution, using 100% home-grown technol ogiesthat will
allow it to launch next-generation, high-speed servicesin
India

GOOGLE INVESTS IN JIO

Google has invested X 33,737 crores
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for a 7.7% stake in Jio Platforms. This is
a major development and builds on the
series of investments which Jio has
attracted from tech companies like Facebook
& Intel. Facebook started the series of
investment with a X 43,573.62 crore deal
in April. Intel invested ¥ 1,894.50 crore
earlier.

“We are delighted to welcome Google
as a strategic investor in Jio Platforms. We
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investment agreement under which Googlewill AT B TRl | B U dATeAdHl AEEr A
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invest ¥ 33,737 crore for a 7.7 per cent stake in Jio
Platforms,” Ambani stated.

Jio hasfully kick started five accelerators of growth
of digital connectivity: mobile broadband, JioFiber, Jio's
enterprise broadband, broadband for SMEs, and Jio’s
Narrowband internet-of-things.

GOOGLE BETS 75,000 CR ON INDIA

Google has drawn up mega plans to invest around
¥ 75,000 crore ($10 billion) in India over the next five to
seven years. The announcement was made by Google and
Alphabet CEO Sundar Pichai. “ Googlewill do
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this as a mix of equity investments,
partnerships and operational infrastructurein
the ecosystem investments. |nvestments will
focus on four areas: enabling affordable
accessto information to every Indian in their
own language, building products and services
that cater to India's needs, empower
businesses to transform digitally and lastly
leveraging technology and Al for social good
in health, agriculture and education,” Pichai
announced. “This is a reflection of our
confidencein thefutureof Indiaanditsdigital
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economy," Pichai said during the annual
'‘Googlefor India event.

Pichai shared, “Indiais setting the global standards
on how to digitise payments and now it's helping us to
build the global product. Our Al-powered Bolo app is
another example of technology build specialy for Indian
users. Today, Indians do not have to wait to use the latest
technology any longer.” He also mentioned that the
digitisation of small business has been a success story.
Just four years ago, one-third of small businessesin India
had an online presence, but today 26 million SMBsin India
are searchable on Google platforms. “ Digitisation of SMBs
has increased greatly in India; small businesses are now
joining the formal economy by using digital payments.
India's digital economy isfar from complete. Thereisstill
morework to do in order to maketheinternet affordable and
useful for billions of Indians,” Pichai added.

JIO UNLEASHES JIOTV+

Jio has unveiled JioTV+ and this will feature
theleading OTT platforms. JioTV + isacontent aggregator
that brings OTT platforms, TV channels, various apps, and
services together to its Jio set-top-box users.
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“The Jio set-top box was launched with best OTT
content across the world. We learnt one of the challenges
that users faced was to discover their favourite content
from the various applications that we had provided. This
has given birth to Jio TV+ where we have
aggregated all the content from 12 leading
global OTT players,” Akash Ambani stated
atRIL's43rdAGM.

"We realised all of these 12 apps
needed different login ids. To make it
simple, we have introduced asingle click
to play any content without a separate
login. Moreover, it requiresauser to login
a single time instead of logging in on different apps
separately,” he said It also offers a majority of Live TV
channels along with a host interactive features for users
to engage in. The features are also available on various
genreslike GEC, news channels and music contests. “We
believe that interactivity on the TV or two-way
communication is the future of consumption,” Akash
Ambani added.

SURGE IN WIRED BROADBAND
SUBSCRIBERS

Thereisasurgeinthewired broadband subscribers.
The broadband subscribers touched 687.44 million at the
end of March. Whileit stood at 681.11 million at the end of
February, it grew at 1.15 per cent that month. The fixed
wireless subscribers have jumped up by 2.48 per cent
whereasit fell by 1.72 per cent in February. Wired subscriber
base has also increased by 0.51 per cent.

The Telecom Regul atory Authority of
India (TRAI) has released the telecom
subscription data as on March 2020. As per
the report, the top five service providers
constituted 98.99 per cent market share of the
total broadband subscribers at the end of
March. These service providerswere Reliance
Jio Infocomm Ltd (388.39 million), Bharti Airtel (148.57
million), Vodafoneldea(117.45million), BSNL (24.50 million)
and AtriaConvergence (1.61 million). Ason 31 March, the
top Wired Broadband Service providerswere BSNL (8.08
million), Bharti Airtel (2.47 million), Atria Convergence
Technologies I.e, ACT (1.61 million), Hathway Cable &
Datacom (0.97 million) and Reliance Jio Infocomm Ltd (0.87
million). Notably, Atriahas been on an upward ride until the
beginning of this year. At the end of last December, its
subscriber basewasat 1.52 million. B
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